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1 DIDN*T GIVE YOU A COMPLETE LIST of the people in the Beatles” party to 
Greece at the end of July. So, for all those who like to get every fact correct, Mal and Neil 
have written a complete report of the Beatles’ trip in this issue. 

ONE THING THEY FORGOT TO MENTION was that everyone in the Beatles’ 
party made sure that they only took £50 with them, otherwise they'd be breaking the currency 
regulations which forbid you to take more than £50 abroad, Everyone that is except Paul. 
No, he didn’t break the law and fly out with hundreds of pounds stuck in his wallet; in fact, he 
forgot about money completely and arrived in Athens with only £10, Hardly enough to pay 
for a boating holiday in the Greek islands. But everyone helped him out, and so it didnt matter 
in the end. 

THERE WERE MANY WAYS in which the Beatles could reply to all the critics who 
said that their record sales were slipping, but none better than the answer they produced 
during July, when both their “Set. Pepper” album and “‘All You Seed is Love” single were 
joint top of the charts. So next time a Beatles’ single doesn’t make No. 1., Beatle people can 
point out to the critics that it doesn't really matter because, sooner or later, theyll be back 
with another world beater. 

THIS MONTH WE NOTCH UP our half-century, The Beatles Book is fifty issues old? 
[can remember very well that when I got down to putting together the very first Reathes Book, 
hack in May 1963, 1 felt that it would ron for many years, because I was absolutely certain 
that the Beatles had such tremendous talents that they would be still world beaters for a long 
time to come, Right now, I can’t see any reason to change that prediction. I still believe that 
ihe Beatles have a tremendous lot to do and will remain leaders of the music world. 

WANY READERS have written in asking why I haven't done an article on John’s 
home, The answer was very simple: we didn’t have any good pictures of his house because 
the Beatles Book photographer had never done a session there. Something always seemed to 
pop up to prevent it, L say “was” because John invited us down the other week to shoot at every- 
thing and anything. Julian decided to join in a lot of the pictures and one of John and Junior 
is on the cover of this issue. The special article on John’s home will start next month, 





See vou in Si. 
Johnny Dean esiter. 


Many congratulations to Maureen and Ringo on the birth of a mew Starr, Jason, at 
Queen Charlottes on August 1th, 
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SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER 


DEAR BEATLE PEOPLE, 

REATLE BITS: To see his favourite musician, Indian Ravi Shankar, in a concert at the 
Hollywood Bowl, GEORGE travelled more than 6,000 miles by polar-fight jet plane from 
London to Los Angeles. PATTIE went along too and the couple spent the whole of the 
first week of August on America’s West Coust..........: Add to your list of current 
Beatle-mobiles a 1928 Rolls (bought by GEORGE) and a 1924 Hispanio Suiza (bought by 
PAUL). Both superb vintage vehicles.....-.... RINGO went to the Curzon-street 
offices of Radio London to record a special farewell “Thank You™ tape broadcast by the 
station just before it went off the air. All four Beatles were wholeheartedly in favour of the 
off-shore radio stations—the “pop pirates”—and readily spoke wp on the subject in various 
press Interviews. ....---..eess PAUL and JANE were at a recent recording 
session when jazz trombone phiyer Chris Barber made a single called “Cat Calls” for the 
Marmarlade label. Explanation? PAUL composed the piece .......... Polydor Records 
have re-issued an album on which singer Tony Sheridan is accompanied by THE BEATLES. 
Made in Hamburg a couple of years before “Love Me Do” the album includes “Ain't She 
Sweet” and “Cry for a Shadow” ......-... Gay-looking “Set. Pepper” pypsy caravan 
delivered to the Lennon home in Weybridge while JOHN, CYNTHIA and litthe JULIAN 
were holidaying off the coast of Greece. What a great homecoming surprise for Julian! 
_.... MAUREEN overwhelmed by wonderful selection of keys, cards and gifts 
which came to greet her from all over the world on her 21st. birthday (August 4)... 0.6.16 
JOHN and CYNTHIA celebrated a very happy Sth wedding anniversary on August 23 

_.,....MR. AND MRS. HARRISON (SENIOR) thinking of taking a trip—te 





America to see GEORGE'S sister Louise in Illingis.......-.- NEIL and MAL were with 
THE BEATLES in Greeee, NEIL went with GEORGE and PATTIE to AMETICH sc. eae 


GEORGE'S new Siamese kitten (a gift from Mike d‘Abo) is called Rupert. 
TARRAH FOR NOW, 





























Coming 
solo sereen debut in the UNITED ARTISTS picture 
WAR". This month FREDERICK JAMES gives BEATLES BOOK 
readers their first exclusive “‘sneak preview” of the film. 


here wont be much longer to wait 
T The West End premiere of “How | 

Won The War” is scheduled to take 
place a month or two from now, 

Before | tell you something about the 
story we ought to clear up a couple of 
points. First of all DON'T go to see this 
film expecting to find John in the lead role. 
John’s part—as Private Gripweed of the 
Third Troop of the Fourth Musketeers—is 
not a large one. [t is small yet important. 
And DON'T expect “How | Won The War” 
to be an all-laughter picture. There are 
loads af Jaugh lines, lots of hilarious 
sequences, BUT your smiles may turn to 
tears in the more serious sequences. Basic- 
ally this is an anti-war film and to make its 
message all the more profound you'll see a 
fair amount of spilled blood. Some scenes 
showing the death of Fourth Musketeer 
soldiers are quite gruesome. Youll watch 
men stabbed throueh the stomach with 
bayonets, blown to pieces by shells. damaged 
heyond repair by bombs and bullets. But 
balanced against the tragedy you'll get an 
ample helping of humour—trom slapstick 
farce to pungent satire with subtle jokes 
gel out alongside physical clowning. 


COLOUR 


The main role in this Eastmancelor 
production, directed by Richard Lester 
who worked with The Beatles on “Helpi 
and “A Hard Day's Night", goes to actor 
Michael Crawford who plays a British army 


Soon! JOHN LENNON'S eagerly awaited, long anticipated, 


“HOW T WON THE 


officer named Licutenant Ernest Goodbody, 
Goadbedy leads his platoon through a 
series of Second World War battles and 
special missions sel in the Western Desert, 
Dunkirk, Dieppe, Alamein and Arnhem. 

Integrated with each of the battle sequen- 
ces are actual newsreel shots which were 
filmed 25 years aga, These sequences are 
shown fot in full colours but a series of 
deep colour tints—green to identify the 
Dunkirk fighting. pink for the Dieppe 
shots, orange for the Alamein campaign 
and blue for Arnhem. You can imagine the 
curicusly powerful impact of these scenes 
with the whole sereen bathed in a blue or 
pink. 

True ta the dreadful facts of war at least 
one member of Goodbody’s platoon is 
killed in each of these actions. But when a 
min dies his place is taken by a new faceless 
soldier whose skin and clothing is tinted 
fram head to foot in the colour used to 
identify the hatte which has just taken place. 
Are these areen and blue people meant Lo be 
the ghosts of those whe have died or are 
they unknown new soldiers sent im as 
replacements? We're never given an answer. 

By now you will have realised that this 
is na ordinary comedy film and na con- 
ventional war picture. By the ingenious use 
of camenis, colour and brilliant directing 
techniques the whole production puts over 
the futility of fighting, the nonsense of war. 

Apart from John’s Private Gripweed 
you'll meet amongst the other Fourth 
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Musketeers troop members Clapper, Doo- 
ley, Drogue and Transom. Clapper is 
played by Roy Kinnear, At first you'll meet 
them while they're doing their baste military 
lraining—square-bashing on a parade 
ground, learning their rifle drill. There are 
riotous Moments as you sec them nego- 
tiating a tricky obstacle course which 
includes leaping over walls and dangling 
from high-slung rapes above ponds of 
muddy water. 

Later, in the North African desert, you'll 
sec John learning to drive a truck and a sert 
of tank. His driving lessons take place 
prior to a “vital assignment” given to 
Lieutenant Goodbody's squad—to infiltrate 
enemy lines, press on far bevand the battle- 
front and establish a cricket field (ves, a 
CRICKET FIELD!) for inspection by a 
senior officer of the British Army. The 
mission is successful despite Private Grip- 
weed’s blunder in letting the platoon’s 
precious water supply (stored in the giant 
roller used to iran aut the ericket pitch!) 
leak away into the sand. 





It would not be fair of me to tell you 
more about the actual story, You must see 
for yourself how the war is won and by 
whom. But I wall tell you that this is to be 
ane of the mast powerful and moving 
pictures you've ever seen. It will leave you 
with hosts of memories—happy and sad- 
and it will be an experience you'll never 


regret, 
FILMED LAST YEAR 


“How | Won The War” was filmed 
during the autumn of 1966. Indeed John 
left for the first shooting location in Ger- 
many within hours of The Beatles’ return 
from their summer concert tour of America, 
From Germany the production unit moved 
to Almeria, a remote spot on the coast of 
Spain where John and Cynthia set up their 
temporary home with litthe Julian in the 
spacious and beautiful old mansion where 


John celebrated his 26th birthday last 
Qetober, 
“Pm still net sure about acting said 


John when the whole thing was over “I 


John eats es Director Dick Lester betw een tikes. 
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John with Lee Montage ina scene fram “How | Won The War" : 





couldn't imagine myself making film after 
film but I've learnt a lot from it and it was 
ood experience, I've tried a bit of writing 
and now [ve ined a bit of acting. [Il never 
be able to take cither of these things much 
further but I'm glad [ve dane them,” 

How did John Lennon happen to become 
Private Gripweed ? 


JOHN WAS RIGHT 


From director Richard Lester: “When I 
read the first outline of the story I kept 
thinking of John for this character. [| found 
that Charles Wood—the man who gave me 
the first treatments of the story to look at— 
was thinking the same way although we 
hada't discussed the casting. So we wrote 
the part specially for John. As an actor 
John has a natural instinct for comedy and 
his timing is excellent.” 

And from John: “1 did the film because 
1 believed in it. There never has been a war 
film which showed war as it really is. A man 
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fighting in a battle doesn’t : see the whole 
thing, He never mects the enemy until the 
day a man comes round the corner and 
sticks a bayonet in him and he can't quite 
believe it is happening. 

The final words are from Richard Lester: 
“Although | knew John as well as TI knew 
the other Beatles I only got to know him 
well during the production of this new 
picture, | was tremendously impressed by 
John. More than by anyone else | have ever 
met. Particularly by his ability to cut 
through all the outside layers and get to the 
heart of people and matters. Many times 
when DF was selling up a scene John would 
say something like “But look... that’s 
daft... it should be like this’ or ‘Aren't 
we supposed to be doing so-and-so in this 
scene’. Well, I'd stop and think about it 
and realise John was right. This is not 
something he has learned—it's instinctive. 
He tries to be supremely honest, not only 
with the people he meets but, above all, 
with himself.” ENDS 











With the Beatles No. 4 





n all our holiday party 
] numbered twelve people. 
Four Hew to Athens on 
the Thursday—George and 
Pattic, Ringo and Neil. The 
remaining eight followed two 
days later—John, Cynthia 
and Julian, Paul and Jane, 
Pattie’s 16-year-old sister 
Paula, Alistair Taylor from 
the NEMS office and Mal. 
Apparently the photo- 
eraphers at the airport in 
Athens hadn't a clue who 
Paula was, Ome newspaper 
back home in London de- 
cided to identify her very 
vaguely, but they had an ides 
she was Cynthia Lennon! 
There was a [3th man 
in our group—in fact the 
whole trip was his nea in 
the first place. His name 1s 
Alexis, a young and very 
clever electronics man, 4 
Greek who became a close 
personal friend of the Beatles 
in London a few months 
age. Alex took care of us all 
in Greece, translating when 
it was necessary, and we 
stayed at his house im a 
suburban part of Athens, 


WHITE YACHT 


The plan was to move 
anto a big white motor 
yacht at the weekend as soon 
ag everyone had settled in. 
But the rented boat was 
delayed on another cruise, 
stuck somewhere near Crete 
in high winds which pre- 
vented her sailing. In the 
end the boat—named the 


my. Arvi—arrived at. Athens 


on the Monday and we went 
on board on the Tuesday. 
Minus Ringo who headed 
home with Neil that day. 


OUR VISIT 
TO GREECE 


BY MAL AND NEIL 


Maureen hadn't been able 
to join us because the baby 
was nearly due so Ringo 
didn’t want to be away from 
her too long. 

Anyway we made good 
use oF the extra days in 
Athens before starting the 
cruise. On Sunday we all 
piled into a convey of cars 
a big Mercedes and a couple 
af huge old American taxis! 
For three heurs we drove 
thraugh the countryside in 
the blistering hot sunshine. 
Suddenly the rest of us 
realised that the taxi carry. 
ing Paul, Jane and Neil was 
missing. Apparently the ex- 
treme heat had been too 
much for it. Thick black 
smoke poured out as the 
engine all but caught fire, 
So Ringo’s taxi turned back 
to look for them—and found 
the trio walking happily 
along the dusty road to- 
wards the village we'd stop- 
ped at for lunch! 

Everyone spent an hour 
ar 30 looking round the 
village, admiring the tiny 
shops, buying beads, Greek 
antiques and add bits of 
clothing. Then we were taken 
to lunch at a lovely house 
high up in the hills, and 
while we ale,a suitarist anda 
clarinet player provided cal- 
ourful accompaniment with 


12 





their folk music. We all 
tried a bit of Greek dancing 
an the patie to work off 
gome of that marvellous 
meal! 

We left the village loaded 
down with presents, The 
girls were given Greek dres- 
ses with classical patterns. 
Julian got a foot-high doll 
(a Greck soldier) and the 
boys received long slip-on 
shirts. 


SHOPPING 


Before going any further 
we decided if was time we 
bought something to carry 
all the gear in, Obviously we 
were Boing to da a lot of 
shopping during the weck! 
So everybody picked up 
brightly-patterned hand: 
woven shoulder bags and 
started filling them with 
beads, old Turkish and 
Greek jewellery. 

We drove for another hot 
and sticky hour before com- 
ing to rest on # beautiful 
beach where Paul helped 
Julian ta construct one of 
the finest sandeastles you 
ever SAW. 

The same evening Alex 
had hoped we'd visit the 
old Delphi theatre but there 
Were 50 Many peaple waiting 
for us when we arrived that 
we split and headed home 





to Athens rather than face 
all thease crowds, News of 
our whereabouts and our 
plans seemed to spread 
round like wildfire! 

On the Monday George 
and Paul decided to have a 
quict dav. They stayed 
behind and played guitars 
while the rest of the party 
went into th: shopping 
eentre, John wanted ta buy 
the local equivalent of a 
guitar, A huge crowd of fans 
and sightseeing tourists 
gathered round the tnstru- 
ment shop we tramped into. 
To our surprise the shop was 
stocked with a wide range 
of modern electric equip- 
ment—Vox amplifiers and 
the lot! “It's just like going 
into Sound City in Londan™ 
observed John as we looked 
around, But he found the 
instrument he wanted in the 
store’s antique department! 


CUNNING RINGO 

Ringo devised a cunning 
way of 
crowds. He'd wart until 
John and the rest of us went 
into one shop, then he'd 
sneak quietly away into the 
one next door while the 
crowds gathered round 
John. His scheme came un- 
étuck When he spent a bit 
too long choosing a pair of 
sandals. Forty photo- 
graphers and umpteen 
Amencans descended upon 
him (“Say, isn’t that crazy? 
We travel all the way from 


Chicago and find Ringo 
Starr in a Greek shoe 
shop!"). 


All the shopkeepers of 
Athens expect vou to argue 
about the price of every- 
thing. The boys got pretty 
good at this bartering game 


by-passing =the” 


and managed to pick up a 
load of bargains from the 
tiny rows of antique shops 
in the old part of the city. 
But whether we wanted to 
buy ar not the shopkeepers 
urged us im very broken 
English to “just come in and 
lagk around so we can tell 
people Beatles was here!” 

All the time we were in 
Greece we had wonderful 
fool. One evening we 
stopped for dinner in a 
small village and sat down at 
tables under the trees in the 
square. Paul, Ringo and Jane 
decided to test the local cooks 
by asking for an English meal 
just for a change. They had 
one of the best egz and chip 
meals they'd ever tasted— 
garnished (like every Greek 
dish} with tomatoes in olive 
ail and lashings of cheese. 
The rest of us had delicious 
kebabs—skewered chunks of 
lamb beautifully cooked. 

All the while quiet Greek 
MUSIC WAS pouring out of a 
litthe loudspeaker in the tree 
above our tables. Suddenly 
they changed the record 
AND PUT ON “A HARD 
DAY'S NIGHT” BY THE 
BEATLES, The owner of 
the cafe stood at the top of 
the steps beaming brightly 
and we all had a good 
laugh before signing some 
autographs and heading for 
home! 


GREEK FLUTES 


On Tuesday we set sail 
in the gleaming white motor 
yacht Arvi. It had 24 berths 
and, apart from the captain, 
a crew of seven including a 
chef and two stewards. The 
captain had purchased a 
brand new red ensign to fly 
on his mast to show he had 
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a party of Enelishmen on 
board. That evening we 
gathered up ondeck to watch 
the sun setting over the 
islands. What a pity Ringo 
and Neil missed that! It was 
& fantastic sight. Still, the 
rest of us took many pictures 
and our movie cameras 
whirled away like mad. 

At two o'clock in the 
morning we anchored under 
a full moon. Beside us was a 
mighty rock with the Temple 
of Neptune on top of it. 
The pillars were outlined in 
the moonlizht—another un- 
forgettable sight. 

The days that followed 
were all swimming and lazi= 
ness and beautiful sunshine. 


HINDU CHANTS 


After sunset each night 
we'd gather together on the 
top deck and sing until two 
or three. George plaved his 
ukelele, John got out his 
Greek guitar and we'd sing 
strange Hindu chants over 
and over again for hours on 
end! 

We came home to London 
in two relays. George and 
Pattie wanted to go a little 
carly—to pack again and 
leave for Californi: i—so 
Mal flew home with them 
on the following Sunday. 
Then on Monday Paul, Jane, 
John, Cyn, Julian, Paula 
and Alexis headed for 
London, Alexis just about 
had time to pack a fresh set 
of clothes in time to leave 
for Los Angeles on the 
Tuesday with George, Pattie 
and Neil! 

There's no room here to 
tell you about the Harrison 
holiday in Hollywood so 
that will have to wait till 
next month. 


























WINNER OF FREE SUBSCRIPTION 
Dear John and Paul, 

The versatility and greatmess (is there such 
a word?!) of your compositions, is proved 
by the fact that so many different artistes 
have recorded them in so many new and 
different ways. Biz hands, small bands, 
soloists, groups from every part of the music 
world, they have even been translated into 
ballet music and “Shakespeare’’. Therefore, 
nobody can deny that vou two must be one 
of the greatest song writing teams in the 
world today. 

George's compositions are very shrewd and 
complex which perhaps accounts for the fact 
that fewer people enjoy them because the 
recordings are so clever. 

By the way John, please tell Ringo from 
me that even though he hasn’t actually 
composed a song, he’s got such a great voice 
that it doesnt matter. 

Lotsa’ Inv’ to you all, from an ardent 
Beatle Fan. 

Anne Doyle, 
15 Berryseroft Road, 
Laleham, Sr. Staines, 

é Middlesex. 

P.S, Congrats, on “Set, Pepper”, it’s great. 
Dear hr. Dean, 

Congratulations an the fabulous job you are doling 
and have been doing with BEATLES BOOK—the 
world's only source of genuine Beadle truths and the 
magazine with the best tastes, T especiully enjoyed 
viur series covering cach Beatie’s hame nel thit 
brings me to dhe question, why was not John Lennon’s 
ome included in the series? Tt was oonspicumus by 
its absenoc unless wu are planning a Lennon Special 
for Oetober and his birthday month Due to some 
slip up in the postal svstem To have nat vet recenmed 
the Joly BOOK, so hopefully, John will be in there. 
Tf you do not plan to feature him, is there amy partic. 
war reason? 

1 pullish a magazine called RING AROUND 
THE POPS which is a quarterly sued in braille 





for visually impaired teens and others interested in 


pip music. Vee run articles exclusively on 
intists, top, in-bebweens dial newoMbers. 

T was onmghle te get BEATLES BOOK one through 
nineteen and ask that you please rune mice abut 
this in a foture POOR, Also please suv thot 1 would 
like to purchase these ninciocn copics frm anyone, 
Will pay good cash price and postage. If you happen 
to have any of these in steck |owill bey from view. 

Thanks again for THE FORK. Les the mest 
fabulous and Beatheistic, 

BEAT LE-fally, 
Laura Lynn Rend, 
113 Kennedy Avenue, 
Lawisville, Ky. 

0G, 


Pole 


Dear Johnny, 

Lhave been a Beath: Pun for approximately three 
years lat ft was not until recently that | rewlised for 
ihe first dime the personal touch the people connected 
with the Heatles have. 

When one writes to the Fan Club or to anyane else 
ane pels a very satisfactory reply. Everyone, T foul, 
helps a great deal and | wool especially like to 
thank, thre the “Monthly, Dick Jaumes and 
Freda Rolly tor their helps (with such an excellent 
fan club The Beatles cool aot lad be Gams). 

Lastly I wish to obtuin “The Peeitles First Clirist- 
mas Record” and would be glad to hear from anyone 
interested in helping, ne. 

Yours faithfolly, 
Donal J. Burke. 
Hillside, 

71 Jona Villws, 
Glasnevin, Dublin 9, 
Ireland. 


Dear Beatles, Johnny (0) and evervenc, 

I have just read the bit in BB. No. 49 aboot the 
new L,P., and the eviticism af “Wiihin You, Without 
You". The fact that (m seething with fury accouns 
for the tenihle handwriting, HOW CAN Cluire 
Bennett say George is wasting Beatle time? “Within 
You, Without You" is ome of the most beautiful 
tracks an the L.., perhaps THE most. Some people 
say that vou con't hear the words. Well, so you can't, 
but all these people seem fo have forgotten that they 
are all written out on the sleeve which these people have 
no dowbt praised. | couldn*t beur the words so 7 reas 
them through while the record was playing, “Then you 
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con uniherstind them, and they ace the most beautiful 
words Gere, or any other Beatle, has cver written. 
To ortmember (reorge has previously said he has 
trouble with the words, and considering that, he mut 
be a yenias, 

Oh ves, some people say there is no tune. ‘They 
can't have bothered to listen to it more than once, 
because there isa definite theme, which is very catchy 
and is best heard when the orchesirn takes aver in the 
middle. Theres less of a tune in ‘Day im the Life’, 
yet nobialy criticised that, 

Whenever 0 listen to “Within You, Without You". 1 
think George MUST be a genius to have composed it, 
considering how long he has had to study Indian music, 
The backing instrumenis are gorgeaus, especially 
the bongo (excuse me, tala!) 

I've always hewed the Beatles and f adore their old 
records, bad “48... WoW." leeats anything! 

Love, 

Jacqueline Stone, 
13 Grarrick Pius, 
Favland Avenue, 
Streatham, &.W, 16, 


Dear George, 

I am writing you this letter on bebalf of myself 
iit all the other fans whe wish toe thank you for 
opening wir eves to the fascinating world of Indian 
music, IC did some research on tt and bought a Ravi 
Shankar alban because | heard ya liked his music 
I wonder bow © ever lived without it, Te becomes so 
easily important te your Jife, Now T read on Trdiain 
music, philosophy, relicion, etc. aod listen to Indian 
mosic a& lot of the tine. 

I hope you will answer this letter (either persanally 
or in the Beatles hlonthly) sa 0 will knw ven got it. 
ve written you hundreds of letters and I'd like to 
know we pot one, 

Once more, thank vou for giving me the precious 
elit of knowledge of India's many beautiful treasures. 
Thank you. 

Fam Elijah, 

TLL South 19 Street, 
Goshen, Indiana, 
526, LS.A. 





Dear Paul, 
In “Beatles Mlonthly"’ No, 49. you are wearing 

a badge pinned to your shirt in the pix ot pages 3 snd 
& Well, tt looks ta me as though it's got The Love 
afoimy Life’ printed on it, althouwh | am not sure, 
Could vou tell oe iff am right, please" 

All my love, 

Jane (Ptekerseill), 

10 Wallaston Bensed, 

Cleethorpes, 


Lincs, 


FPanlarnnvers: Yes, you are right Jane. 


Dear Johnny, 

In the July sue of BO in the Editerial vou asked 
for peaples* comments on the type of clothes that 
JP oG & Bone choose to wear, well here are my 
Feelings on this subject, 

Like nearly eweryout [admire andl aadare all the 
Beatles in Music, Manners amd Dress, sometinies, 
Dlike what they de, sometimes [ dunt, their atthudbes 
towards the way they dress has altered a great deal 
in the past 6 or 7 months, they have always been 
individual and unconventional and always noon- 
conformita—this 1 admire a great deal indecd, 

They all dress the way that pleases cach one's 
persinality, sometimes a litle ten untidily to be nice 
(luly issue, page Il, George's outfit to my mind 
looked awfully messvti. 0 like the bright colored 
neckeechlef that they wear and Uo kwe the coloured 
Tresers, especially Jatin in red, arcen and yellow! 

Ag always people Follow this trend that they've 
ance mare sect, and like always when this happens 
Joho, Paul, George and Ringo wall refurm to the 
chean-cot, clean-shaven Liddypool boys they once 
were, T personally hope mvt, beeause To like the new 
Beatles, better than the wld “opp Tops, Long live the 
new image ! 


Lave ta all especially techn, Poul, George and 
Hinge omedhing wrong there), 


Wendy Sandiford, 
23 Nasely Road, 
Luton, Beds, 








TWO YEARS AGO 


by Billy Shepherd and Johnny Dean 


| bab Lennon has always had pretty fixed ideas on what a star owes to other 
people. Just a couple of years ago, in September of 1965, he had been with the 
other Beatles to meet Elvis Presley at the EP mansion in Bel Air. An historic 
occasion, and one which had a big effect on John. 


Afterwards, John said: “When you get to 
the position of being a star, you owe a lot 
to the fans and to the people who pay you 
your money. This means that you turn up 
on time for shows and you work as hard as 
you possibly can. You treat each show as 
important as the last one, whether Ie is for a 
TY audience of millions or a theatre audiente 
of a few thousand. 

“And when it comes to records, you 
puc every bit of effort and enthusiasm inte 
each one. We all owe it to people to keep 
the standards high. But | feel chat when I'm 
through with work, then my life simply has 
to be my own. | don’t owe twenty-four 
hours of every day. My family should be 
protected because they are part of the 
ether me, not the one who gets up there 
on stage," 


HOME LIFE 

And this is still John’s fervent belief. He 
appreciates that there must be a [ot of 
interest in his home life but he doesn't 
encourage it. He was saying recently that 
the meeting with Elvis had a lot to do with 
that. He admired the quiet family life that 
El still had, despite having been a world 
star for a good five years longer than the 
Beatles. He had worked for his privacy and 
he held on te it despite everything. 

John also talked about the difference 
between the public life of a sala singer as 
compared with a group. He teld Elvis chat 
the Beatles were lucky In having four 
people up there taking control of the 
barrage of hysteria. He owned up: “If | was 


4, John (with a little help from Julian) watehes 
‘- Simon and Marijke at work on his piano. 





shoved up there, all on my own, | think 
| would just break up.” Well, since then John 
has been to a lot of places on his own—and 
he has made his film debuc as an individual, 
But he seill hasn't gone on stage to put ona 
whele show by himself...and nor have 
any other of the boys. 


VERY AWARE 


Buc this doesn't stop them appreciating 
the problems of ather people in the big-time 
show-business. They are all as aware of the 
difficulties as of the rewards of remaining 
up there In the glare of about cen million 
spotlights. 

Oddly enough, though, Elvis... "'a real 
star’ in the opinion of George Harrison. . . 
doesn’t get regular hic records nowadays, 
While the Beatles bask, at the time of 
writing, In the luxury of a number one 
single and a number one LP, Elvis has 
become rather patchy in terms of success. 
Of course, filming is his number one priority 
these days but going back two years ago 
an interesting point came out in that 
meeting between the two giant attractions. 
El was asking Paul and John just how many 
hits they'd written so far, and saying that 
he wished he had more time to pursue his 
writing. John suddenly broke off and asked 
Elvis why it was thar he didn’t go back to 
his old-style record-making—the wild rock 
‘n’ roll which made Presley an incernational 
attraction. El wasn't too sure how to answer 
this ac firsc. But funnily enough he has since 
come out with wild rockers and they have 
proved every bit as successful as his ballads. 

So lots of side issues care out of that 


show-business summit meeting. I'll always 


remember Ringo saying of Elvis: “Fantastic. 


= = eS 


He was juse like one of us, Mane of the old 
Hollywood show-off thing,” 

Incidentally in that September of 1985, 
“Help" was just starting to move down the 
charts. A real eye-opening experience is 
to play chat old track aver and then compare 
ic with something like “All You Need Is 
Love". That gives you an idea of how 
different the Beatle sounds are from record 
ta record. And how they have developed. 

There was a big protest scene going two 
years ago. Songs with arguments against 
war, like ‘Universal Soldier”, “Eve of 
Destruction” and so on were all the rage 
in the charts. Of course, the Beatles don't 
actually protesc...but the word “love” 
figures in alot of their song titles. Paul has 
always been strong on this—as he said 
reeently; We hope to get people thinking 
more about love, rather than hate. This is 
a time In history when what is needed 
is love, not violence.” 

Some people accuse the Beatles of merely 
paying lip service to this, but that's nor 
true, Through the years, they have con- 
centrated on getting atross the message 
that love is fince—and not something to hide 
under a blanket of bravade, 


BEATLES DOUBLE 


But enough of that. Back in September 
1945, the Beatles were chalking up some 
more incredible popularity poll results. 
This time, it was the Melody Maker poll— 
a paper with a readership thac has a strong 
jazz-musical backbone, though also re- 
flecting pop tastes of the moment. So in 
came the Beatles to run me with the 
group department at bath British and 
World levels. The Americans they pipped 
handsomely in the World Section were the 
Everlys, the Beach Boys, the Jordanaires, 
Supremes, 

John Lennon was fourth in the British 
singer SeCLiany; George Harrison was second 
favourite musician. Their voeal record 


“Ticket To Ride" topped that department 
but “Il Feel Fine" was also listed. John 
Lennon was third top male TY artist—and 
seventh in the world singer section. George 







Harrison was fourch im the world musician 
rating...and in the werld listing for 
vocal records the boys came second with 
“Ticket To Ride’ to ... yep, Elvis Presley 
crapped up again with “Crying In The 
Chapel", which happened to be ane Presley 
disc that the boys didn't rate very highly. 
However in this last secrion, the Beatles 
again were the anly group or artist to have 
twa records (“| Feel Fine” was the other) 
in the top ten. 


RINGO HITS TOP [00 


But what amused Ringo most of all was 
that his vocal on “Act Naturally" actually 
made the American top hundred. 

Actually it was a fitting little celebration 
present for Ringo, seeing his name up there 
in the charts. Because in mid-Seprember, 
the 13th to be exact, he became the ex- 
tremely proud father of a baby boy. Yes. 
Zak made his first appearance in front of 
the world at Queen Charlotce's Hospital. 
It was a busy day, one way and another. 
Maureen Starr was rushed inte Hospital 
early in the morning and Ringo went with 
her, net getting back home until 11 p.m. 
that day. He phoned his parents in Liverpoal, 
grabbed some shut-eye and then raced back 
to the hospital early the next day. History 
repeated itself last month when Ringo's new 
baby was bern, 

Mase of the month, the boys were on 
holiday... recovering from their heeric 
American tour and preparing some ideas 
for the autumn tour which had been lined 
up for them. There had been theories that 
the boys were not keen on touring, but as 
George explained: “We like getting out 
to the fans but we are doing fewer chings 
now because we think people have seen 
more than enough of us in the past couple 
of years.” 

George also said with great candour: 
"Wherever you play you're bound to upset 
someone, Its when you set the situation 
fram the managemenc side that you realise 
you really can't win.” 

However there were quite a few chings 
the boys COULD win during that particular 
autumn. But more about those next month. 
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SPEAKEASY 





PARTY 


he audio pulse on the wall by the 

record bar blazed red and green 

as the vibrations fromthe thump- 
ing bluesy dises set its lights flicker- 
ing into action. Pale faces glided by, 
eyes penetrating the velvet darkness 
with difficulty. Musky pink lamps 
glowed in the gloom at intervals 
along the walls. 

This waa ihe Speakeasy, London's current “in” 
club and favourite haunt of the night people, pap 
stars and musicians looking for a place io relax 
alter thelr work is dane. 

The door of the glass-fronted restaurant at the lar 
and af ihe club displayed a “closed” sign. Ib had 
been booked lor a very special party that wes ta 
have sone very special quests. 

At 140 p.m. the Speakeasy's customers ware 
jew—it was carly for the night people, The restaurant 
was almost deserted bul a couple of hours later it 
was to be overflowing with famous names fram the 
pop world and the Kings of Brilish pop music 
would be macking face to face with fhe King’s of 
America's Wost Coast musical scene—a meeting 
haiweer The Beatles and The Monkees. 

Around 7142) p.m, the Speakeasy began fo fill up. 
The Whe had arrived and sa had dee-jays Kenny 
Everett, and Rick Dane (who compered one of The 
Monkees’ concerts al Wembley) and singer! writer 
Jonathan King, 

ERIC CLAPTON 

Eric Clapton of Cream arrived dressed entirely in 
red with a beautiful black, gold-embroldered bolero 
and clase behind came ihe entire Mantired Mann 
group. Mann Tom McGuiness greeted Cream 
Eric and they disappeared into a corner to chat. 

Micky Qolenz arrived with his preity friend and 
companion Samantha Juste and asked for “Two 
large iced cokes please’. They found twa seats 
opposite Eric Clapton and started to talk about 
music and avti-gravity | 

Miko Mesmith wearing huge pink-lense glasses 
escorted his pretiy blonde wite Phyllis who had 
anly flown in fram America a fow hours earlior. 
They, too, both asked far cokes and want to sit by 
ihe daar. 

By new the records had been replaced by a live 
group an stage and the parly people were beginning 
to sway with the music. Paul MeCartney came in 


continued a page 2 
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Lucky Secretary 


American Fan Club 
branch director, Bernice 
Young, visited the London 
club headquarters during her 
recent visit to England, But 
the highlight of her stay 
must have been the afternoon 
she was entertained to tea in 
Wevbridge by John and 
(Cynthia. 


FAN €LU8 CHANGES 


New address for Diane 
Paskin, Area Secretary for 
Worcestershire, is 10 Leslie 
Rise, Tividale, ‘Warley, 
Wores. 

New Branch appointments 
for territories abroad are 
SRITA, ROSALBA CEIA 
VETOZQUEZ, GLUER- 
RERO395-D-315, MEXICO 
3.DAF., MEXICO......-. 
BARBOR LARSSON, 
FLEMINGOATAN 12.4 
T.R., STOCKHOLM, E., 
SWEDEM ....00+ Sieot 
NORA BB. BRENZONI, 
ALSINA NO, 868, RAMOS 
MEJIA, BUENOS AIRES, 
ARGENTINE. If 


chip wth Beatle People im any af thee 


* emantries they should write erect bo ibe 


appreprinte Branch Secretary. Please 
arte clearly and in sieaple Eeglish so that 
everwthing Lhal you'we got to say cam be 
understined, 


t 


U.K. | 


members would like co Sart a poendricnd- | 


What is Apple ? 


Wheo the word ‘Apple 
first appeared in connection 
with che Beatles, leceers 
started arriving at the 
Fan Club and Beatles Book 


offices asking what it meant? | 
A brief and simple answer | 


because = It 
into many 


is impossible 
may develop 


things. The Beatles DO have | 


a direct interest in it. Apple 
has taken over a large build- 
ingin Baker Street (of Sher- 
lock Holmes Fame) and very 
shortly it will start operating 
as The Apple music publish- 
ing house. 


HAVE YOU 
MISSED ANY 
OF THESE 
ISSUES ? 


It wou did, and you would like en 


make wp your collecting, jest send 
ws a Postal Order for 2)- for cach 
copy you wank aed we'll ger them 
afl to you a8 son ee poche. 
U,S.A. and Canada £0 cones each; 
‘or ieee for 1 dolbar. 
Send Pies and details do Beatle 
Book Tack Issues, 36-38 VWest- 
o Grove, Lendoa W.2, 
England. (We regret that issuer 
1, 2.3, 4, 5, 8, 7,4, 3, 10, 11 
15, 19, 0 amd FT are now com 
pletely oot of sintk and 
CANNOT be supplord.) 





4 A very special pic of the Starr family taken just before the birth of Ringo and Mo's second baby. 
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| PSYCHEDELIC PAINTERS 


After John’s Rolls and 
Julians caravan, now it's 
John's Bechstein plane. On 
Page 20 of this issue you can 
see a pic of the two Dutch 
masters of psychedelic 
painting Simon and Marijke 
(pronounced Mareshka) Pos- 
thuma working on the piano 
at John’s Weybridge home. 

They started by paimting 
the piand white all over, 
then, drew the designs in 
pencil on the white back- 
ground and finally got down 
to the actual painting. 
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Paul runs through a difficult part of an arrangement with seme session men. 





A SPEAKREASY PARTY 

conlimed fram page 24 

with dane Asher and the hum and noise graw louder. 
Paul stripped off his green and orange jacket to 
display a green and red floral shir Jane looked 
cool and beautiful in an apple green Skirt and a 
House on which Paul had painied a series of 
designe. 

Beatle John, now minus his moustache, dipped 
in almest unnoticed and took 4 seat next to Paul. 
Picking up a packel of cigaretles from ihe lable he 
demanded“ Whose ciggies art these? Can | pinch 
one 7" 


EVERYONE WAS THERE 


Standing raom had became very limited. Record 
producer Mickey Most squeezed through the 
doorway, greeted Vickl Wickham (of “Ready Steady 
Go" fame) and made his way to the bar, Frankio 
Allan of The Searchers, Patsy Ann Noble, Qusty 
Springfield and Lulu were all chatting happily when 
Procul Harum in ils entirely (and reaplendent in their 
eastern castumes) pushed through the deorvay 
and had difficulty finding space in which to stand. 

Kenny Everett and Jonathan King moved over to 
ihe Beatles table and sat dawn, joined by Kaith 
loon af The Who, The music got louder and fingers 
began drumming on the table, & blue-shirted 
Peter Tork slid along the bench to join in the fun, 

George Harrison arrived with Fatli and tea 


al 


way-out friends, the boy playing 4 flute acd the girl 
wearing a flawer in her hair, The party was really 
beginning te swing. George removed his sheepskin 
jacket and made his way across the rogm greeting 
ptade 44 Fe went Patti talked with Jane, and 
Gearge spore ta Mann Klaus Voormann. 

lcad cokes were being passed aver bobbing 
heads, clagies were passed from hand te hand and 
Faul took a couple of hot sausages Irom a passing 
wailress. Cheese and pickles on sticks were popped 
info hungry mouths and George was hunting for a 
vacant chair. 

The group had finishod playing on stage and 
music from the record bar bounced out of the 
speakers. John Lennon and Keith Moon ware 
leading & baisterdus chorus an oné side of the room 
and George had found # seat on the other side wilh 
Eric Clapton and Procul Harum. 

By 30am, George was serenading everyone wilh 
wilh ihe hela of his ukelale, Pater Tork was playing 
banjo like he bad juat invented it, Keith Moon was 
drumming an the table. Micky Dolenz was chatting 
quictlh te Paul. Mike Nesmith and his wile had 
slipped quisth away and the crowd had thinned 
slightly, But the party still had another thraa heurs 
be runt! 

But here were two people whoa missed the fun— 
Bealle Ringo and Monkee Davy Jones, Both were 
visiting elaiives “up North’, 


THE Ero 





